
Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 11th Grade Students (not Honors) 

Summer reading for rising 11th graders corresponds with the first 
unit of study in 11th grade, Writing Freedom. In this unit, students 
will explore fiction and non-fiction texts in order to answer the unit 
essential question: What does it mean to be “American”?  

Over the summer, students will read the three text selections below. Students will be assessed 
on the material with a quiz when they return to school; the reading is due by Friday, August 7, 
2020. The texts are included in this document. 

Directions: All students will read the following texts: 
• “from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano”
• “Gettysburg Address”
• “The Pedestrian”

Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 11th Grade Honors Students 

Over the summer, honors English 11 students will read the novel A Lesson Before Dying by 
Ernest Gaines and the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller. Students are expected to have a 
deep understanding of the texts; annotating is encouraged. Annotating is any action that 
"deliberately interacts with a text to enhance the reader's understanding of, recall of, and 
reaction to the text." Students should ask questions, make comments, mark powerful words and 
phrases, and generally read actively. Students will also be assessed on the material with a quiz 
when they return to school; the reading is due by Friday, August 7, 2020. Students may want to 
purchase their own copy of the novel so they can annotate in the book. Copies of the novel will 
be available by stopping by Tennessee High School’s front office. Students will need their lunch 
number to check out a copy.   

Summer Reading Assignment for AP English Language and Composition 

Students registered for AP English Language and Composition will read the biography Into the 
Wild by Jon Krakauer and The Great Gatsby by F.Scott Fitzgerald.  Students are expected to 
have a deep understanding of the texts; annotating is encouraged. Annotating is any action that 
"deliberately interacts with a text to enhance the reader's understanding of, recall of, and 
reaction to the text." Students should ask questions, make comments, mark powerful words 
and phrases, and generally read actively. Students will also be assessed on the material with a 
quiz when they return to school; the reading is due by Friday, August 7, 2020. Students may 
want to purchase their own copy of the works so they can annotate them. Copies of the novel 
will be available by stopping by Tennessee High School’s front office. They will need their lunch 
number to check out a copy. 
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