
Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 10th Graders (not Honors) 

Summer reading for rising 10th graders corresponds with the first 
unit of study in 10th grade, Inside the Nightmare. In this unit, 
students will explore fiction and non-fiction texts in order to 
answer the unit essential question: What is the allure of fear?  

Over the summer, students will read three text selections from below. Completion of the 
Comprehension Checks is not required, but may be helpful in preparing students for the 
assessment of the texts. Students will be given a quiz on the material when they return to 
school; the reading is due by Friday, August 7, 2020. The texts are included in this document. 

Directions: All students will read "Why Do Some Brains Enjoy Fear” and “Feather Pillow” 
Choose One: "Fall of the House of Usher” or “House Taken Over”  

Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 10th Grade Honors Students 

Over the summer, honors English 10 students will read the novel Frankenstein and the interview 
“Why Do Some Brains Enjoy Fear?”  These texts will be the basis of the first unit of study for 
Honors English 10, so students are expected to have a deep understanding of the novel; 
annotating the text is encouraged. Annotating is any action that "deliberately interacts with a 
text to enhance the reader's understanding of, recall of, and reaction to the text."  Students 
should ask questions, make comments, mark powerful words and phrases, and generally read 
actively. Students will also be assessed on the material with a quiz when they return to school; 
the reading is due by Friday, August 7, 2020. Students may want to purchase their own copy of 
the novel so they can annotate in the book however, students may also borrow a copy of the 
novel by stopping by Tennessee High School’s front office. Students will need their lunch 
number to check out a copy. The interview is included in this document.   
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